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Hey readers!

Welcome to the first ZU Magazine issue of the new year! 
 
In the year of our Lord 2020, the theme “20/20 vision” seems to pop up everywhere, almost to the point of cliché. 
Still, I think there’s something to it! Perhaps the reason it’s so repeated is a reflection of our desire as a culture to see 
past appearances, lifting our eyes to something greater. 
 
Vision refers to things both seen and unseen. It’s the way in which we perceive reality, and it’s something we hold in 
our hearts that we work to manifest into reality. Scripture tells us that without vision, we lose hope — but with it, we 
run towards our goals.
 
This could be a time to ask ourselves what we want to see in 2020, and what it will take to get there. In this issue, we 
also compare and contrast two different ideas: clarity and distortion—two ways to see, depending on your lens. 
 
With these stories, we want to explore what we see on the horizon and examine the lens through which we view it — 
from social media to the XFL to immigration policies. Thank you to our writers for their thoughtful work on this issue, 
and of course to editors Ruby and Cheyenne for being the freaking pros that they are. Special shout-out to our new 
art directors, Sienna and Olivia, who jumped right in and breathed new life into the magazine (I mean just look at it!).
 
With this issue, we invite you to dream with us about what you would like to see this new decade. 
 
Yours, 
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LOOKING INTO 2020: An Overview of the Upcoming Year
By Grace Yaso
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New Music

Many artists have released new music 
for consumers to listen to. Indie artist 
Tame Impala is releasing an album titled, 
“The Slow Rush.” Tame Impala has 
already dropped three singles from the 
album: “It Might Be Time,” “Borderline” 
and “Posthumous Forgiveness.” This 
album can be found on all platforms, 
such as Spotify and Apple Music, 
starting Feb. 14. Justin Bieber is also 
planning to drop an album this year. 
Bieber hasn’t released an album since 
his record “Purpose” in 2015. Since 
then, he has appeared in many artists’ 
songs as features and has released a 
few singles. Although the release date 
has yet to be announced, fans are 
waiting expectantly for the day they can 
listen to the album in its entirety. 

As the new year begins, 
it is difficult to imagine 
exactly what the new year 
will bring. New trends may 
arise, new people will take 
positions of power and new 
scientific phenomena may 
be discovered. Whatever 
the case, there are several 
exciting events and releases 
that are occuring in 2020. 

Although looking forward to 
these events and releases 
may bring joy for some, it 
can cause anxiety within 
others, due to the changes 
that may occur. However, it 
is imperative to remember 
to keep an open mind when 
approaching this upcoming 
year and to be ready for 
whatever it may bring. 

New Streaming Services

After Disney’s highly successful 
streaming service Disney+ was 
launched, many other services 
wanted to capitalize on this new 
market. As of May 2020, HBO Max 
is launching with over 10,000 hours 
of content available to consumers. 
HBO Max will include the popular 
sitcom, “Friends,” which was recently 
removed from Netflix. It will also be 
the only streaming service to stream 
“The Big Bang Theory” and “South 
Park.” This could potentially create 
more interest in HBO Max from 
audiences. The price is currently 
at $15 per month, comparable to 
Netflix’s $8.99 per month. 

New Movies

Among all the amazing 
events that are occuring 
in 2020, there are several 
movies being released 
that have many at the 
edge of their seat. “Sonic 
the Hedgehog” has been 
consistently controversial 
regarding it’s animation. 
Upon its preliminary release, 
fans complained about Sonic’s 
appearance. After reworking the 
animation, fans regained excitement 
about the action/sci-fi movie, which 
is set to be released in February. 
Another movie release that many are 
excited for is the live action version 
of Disney’s classic, “Mulan.” Directed 
by Niki Caro, it is expected to be 
released on March 27, 2020. 

2020 Tokyo Olympics

The 2020 Summer Olympics is a 
highly anticipated event, seeing as 
it’s something that brings the whole 
world together. The games take 
place on Friday, July 24 through 
Sunday, Aug. 9 in Tokyo, Japan. With 
over 200 nations and 11,000 athletes 
participating, the Olympics can easily 
be described as one of the most 
important events to occur in 2020. 
In contrast to previous games, the 
Olympic committee has decided to 
add several sports, including softball, 
skateboarding and surfing. 

The Election

As the year progresses, the election for 
the new president of the United States 
draws near. Scheduled for Nov. 3, 
candidates on both sides of the party 
lines will go head to head in the election 
to determine the new president and 
vice president of the United States. 
Currently, there are twelve Democratic 
candidates including Joseph R. Biden 
Jr., Bernie Sanders, and Tulsi Gabbard. 
On the other hand, there are only three 
Republicans running for president. 
These candidates are Donald Trump, 
Joe Walsh, and William F. Weld. 
Whomever the president will be, they 
will be inaugurated on Jan. 30, 2021. 
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C2020 Mars Mission

In Aug. of 2020, humans will be 
one step closer to stepping foot on 
Mars. NASA intends to send a rover 
to collect samples from the surface 
of the planet, test the air to see if 
it can be inhabited and examine if 
there is intelligent life that exists on 
Mars. This mission is part of NASA’s 
plan of robotic exploration and will 
further what is currently known 
about the planet. 

Total Eclipse

Remember when the Earth went 
dark for several minutes during the 
day in 2017? Well, prepare for that to 
happen again. Scientists predict that 
there will be another total eclipse this 
year. It is set to occur on Dec. 14, 
however the solar eclipse is not the 
only astronomical occurrence that 
will take place. The day before the 
eclipse, there is said to be a meteor 
shower and the alignment of the 
planets Jupiter and Saturn. 

                    photo by Yucel Moran/Unsplash

photo by Bryan Turner/Unsplash
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V ince McMahon, CEO of the World Wrestling 
Entertainment Inc. (WWE), has brought back 
the XFL to the world of football. This brand-new 

football league is taking the classic American sport 
and giving it a new fan-first vision, emphasized by their 
motto, “For the love of football.”

McMahon initially attempted to start up the new 
league in 2001 as a high energy, hard-hitting league 

that closely resembled the WWE. But, after just 
a single season, the league did not get the 

traffic they were hoping for, 
and NBC withdrew from 
broadcasting the games. 
McMahon admitted the 
league was a colossal 
failure and the XFL was 
no more.

Then on Jan. 25, 2018, 
McMahon announced that 

the XFL was coming back 
with a new vision on how the 

game is to be played. The XFL is 
reimagining football, making the 

game safer, making it more fast-
paced and creating bigger plays.

Oliver Luck, commissioner of the 
XFL, stated in an interview, “We are 
witnessing peak football, the game is 
incredibly entertaining, professional 
football is a juggernaut and I think if we 
can stay focused and play an up-tempo, 
fast-paced game, I think we’re going to do great. We have 
a chance to build our brand and build a strong foundation.”

The XFL has committed to this new up-tempo game 
through several new rule changes, the first being a 
unique style of kickoff. In traditional football, the kickoff 
is the most violent and dangerous play. The XFL has 
changed the kickoff rules, now having the kicking team 
line up on the opposing side’s 35-yard line and the 
return team on the 30-yard line. With this five-yard gap, 
the players will not get a running start at each other, 
which will help provide a safety cushion for the players. 
It will also result in bigger plays by the return team.

Another new rule is the point after touchdown. 
Typically, the kicking team runs out and kicks an extra 
point. In the XFL, there will be no kicking extra points; 
instead, the scoring team is given three options to 
try their best play. The unit can choose to go for one 
starting from the traditional extra point line; they can 
decide to go for two from the five-yard line; or they 
can go for three from the 10-yard line. Potentially, if a 
team is down by 18 points, it is still only a two-score 
game, so no team is out of the fight.

More rules include a new overtime 
where each team will play in a 
“shoot-out” from the five-yard line 
and the first team who cannot 
match the point of the other team 
loses. Punting will also have a fresh 
look, as the coverage team cannot 
cover the punt downfield until the 
ball has left the punter’s foot. The 
ball cannot go out of bounds either, 
creating more big plays for the 
return team.

The last new adjustment is that the 
team on offense is allowed to throw 
a double forward pass as long as 
the first pass is behind the line of 
scrimmage. The rationale here is 
that it gives offenses more creativity 
in moving the ball down field.  

Creating a strong fan base will be 
the most important part of success 

for the XFL. The new league has worked hard to have 
each game broadcast on major networks to bring the 
games right to the fans including, Fox, ABC and ESPN. 
Tickets to games are also much more affordable than 
any NFL game. With tickets starting at just $24 and 
$100 for season tickets, fans will be able to enjoy the 
game day festivities in live action. 

The XFL has created a new vision of the game of 
football and how it is played. They are committed to 
making the league for the fans and love of football.  If 
you like fast-paced offenses and high scoring games, 
then the XFL will be the league for you.
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          By Micah Roth

“Creating a strong 
fan base will be the 

most important 
part of success for 
the XFL. The new 

league has worked 
hard to have each 

game broadcast on 
major networks to 

bring the games 
right to the fans...” 

                                 photo by Dave Adamson/Unsplash
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WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS: 

Democracy (noun): a government by the 
people; a form of government in which the 
supreme power is vested in the people and 

exercised directly by them or by their elected agents 
under a free electoral system.

America has long been called a democratic republic. 
As seen by the definition above, our nation is 
governed by the idea that power lies in the hands of 
the people to elect those who are going to represent 
them. The problem posed for Americans is: how 
accurately can Americans elect representatives, 
or hold them accountable, if we don’t even know 
what’s happening behind closed doors?

We can hardly be asked to vote for a candidate when 
we don’t know the truth behind their actions, can’t 
see their tax returns and don’t know their true stance 
on important issues. This new year brings with it all 
of the corny calls for “20/20 vision,” and while it is 
slightly overplayed, I believe Americans must call for 
20/20 insight into the workings of their government. 

This call is a two-way street. First and foremost, the 
government must make information such as what 
happens to all of our tax dollars and what is being said 
in meetings with foreign officials available to the public.
 
Former President Obama took a step in this 
direction in 2013 when he announced his Open 
Data Policy. This policy was aided by Project Open 
Data, which “is an online, public repository intended 
to foster collaboration and promote the continual 
improvement of the Open Data Policy … to foster 
a culture change in government where we embrace 
collaboration and where anyone can help … make 
open data work better.” 

Ultimately, this idea is a huge step in a positive 
direction when it comes to keeping the government 
accountable. That being said, the Open Data 
Barometer shows just how closed off America is 
when it comes to sharing information in a way that’s 
easy for the public to understand. 

The website reports that of the 15 areas of information 
the government has, only 10 have data that is up to 
date and regularly updated, and only nine that are 
easy to find. While this may seem like a significant 

A Call to Greater Transparency in Politics
By Jasmine Campos

number, if people are in charge of holding the 
government accountable, the number should be 15. 

Another aspect to government transparency is the 
people seeking public office. It is widely known that 
Donald Trump did not release his tax returns during 
his 2016 campaign, and that has sparked great 
debate about how transparent candidates should be. 

If you want to represent the American people, 
anything that the government can know, the people 
should know, too. Unless released information 
brings danger to a candidate, the people have a 
right to know exactly who they are voting for. 

The people actually need to be seeking out and 
closely examining this information in order to 
maintain government transparency. The reason the 
government gets away with merely claiming they 
release all information is because few people have the 
time to sift through the hundreds of pages pertaining 
to where tax money goes. We cannot continue to 
let the government get away with releasing an 
abundance of information, making it impossible to 
understand, just so they can claim transparency. 

However, if more people start to pay attention 
to these things and call the government out on it, 
they may be forced to start releasing information 
in volumes and mediums that are more accessible 
to the public. Transparency is the greatest tool 
available to a democracy to ensure that there is 
public accountability with regards to government 
expenditures and endeavors. 

At the end of the day, America was founded on the 
idea that what makes us great is that everyone has 
a voice and a say, but how can you have an opinion 
on something when you are not fully informed? In 
the year 2020, while everyone is claiming they have 
20/20 vision, let this be a plea to all Americans to call 
on their government to provide them with the vision 
needed to see what goes on behind closed doors. 

If we want to live up to the great nation we claim to 
be, the power must be restored into the hands of the 
people. There must be greater transparency in what 
the government is doing. The people deserve 20/20 
insight into the government that they control. 
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A Ride Home From Work 
Sitting in a damp seat 
Peanut butter breath
Colorful-haired kids climbed in and then they left 

The blue lady sitting next to me is playing games on
her phone 

And you called me to remind me that I am not alone 

My ears are filled with lullabies 

Are you even surprised? 

Her ears are filled with 
heavy metal 

But can still 
feel me tremble 

My nails are sharp 
and unkempt

And my eyes are 
painted black
My hair is long and swept 
To the side 
It glows in the light 
Like Rapunzel’s when she’s 
healing her mother 

Mother, should I call her?
What would I tell her?

I could tell her about my day
Or how I’m scared my car might get 
towed away

I could give her my love 
Even though she doesn’t know about mine 

My purse is flat and brown
It contains loose items
Zipped up tight for safekeeping 

Does that make me a safe-keeper?
Do I protect what’s inside?

There’s a man across the way 
His face tattoos are staring at me 
I don’t know what he wants to say
But I need to stop looking his way

The male race is scary
They have been told from the beginning 
they are superior 

What women do is still inferior 

I let my guard down
Forget to be scared of them

Gave the hungry man a dollar 
Is that giving him power? 

Will I ever know what it’s like to be her?
Will I understand what he feels when he’s 
staring at me across the train? 

Knowledge doesn’t come without 
being uncomfortable 

Learning doesn’t come from 
being unreachable 

Train tracks don’t just appear, 
they are constructed 

Knowledge isn’t preconceived, 
it is acquired 

Oh good, I’m at my stop

My car is still here

And so are my fears

OBSERVATIONAL POETRY
By Sienna Hicks

2020

New year, new me … or so they say

The girls on Instagram are in my way

Blocking me from really knowing

If this new year is actually going,

Going to help me achieve my dreams

Going to give me what I need to succeed

But what will I give you, 2020?
It’s my responsibility to see what you’ll give me 

I have to work hard, to plan my attack
And if I don’t, then I will never get 2020 back
For Her lifespan is just 12 months
A short time to get it right

I could give you my soul
Decide to come out to the world
Give up the secrets that I keep
Oh, 2020, would you keep them safe?

Come out as ME!
Come out with an identity

To give up my current attire
And really become who I desire

But it’s not about the clothes I wear
It’s not about the color of my hair

It’s about the knowledge I steal with care

To care about what I learn

The lady with the bow in her hair
Will teach me about issues I cannot bear

Will I listen and forget,
Or chose to reflect and react?

Will 2020 give me a new perspective,
Or will She confuse me and fill me with regret?

WHO KNOWS!!!

Not I, not She, for She is just a collection of days

And even with Instagram’s praise

2020 cannot fulfill your wishes

Without your help, doing the dishes.
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N ow that we are heading into a new decade, it’s 
interesting to look at what trends have survived 
the 2010s. Trends give us an inside look at what 

cultures were like during a certain era. Trends have the 
ability to influence how people live and what they value. 
Whether we realize it or not, trends have the capability of 
not only influencing individuals, but brands, organizations, 
television networks, news and so much more. Trends 
have the power to positively influence society and make 
lasting impacts on people’s worldview.

Merriam Webster defines a trend in multiple ways but 
specifically as a current style or preference. Below, I will 
take a look at some trends, both the good and the bad, 
from the last decade and how our very own Azusa Pacific 
students feel about them.

One trend that sticks out is social media. Social media 
has been around for many decades but began flourishing 
in the 2010s. People have different views regarding 

social media, but it’s definitely not 
going anywhere anytime soon. Social 
media has become a major platform 
for networking, marketing and keeping 
people informed. Kelli Pearce, a 
sophomore business management major 
says, “I love how social media allows you 
to stay in contact with old friends and be 
up to date with people’s lives.” 

Pinterest, Instagram, Snapchat, Tinder, 
Twitter, Vine, Musical.ly and TikTok 
were among the highest ranking social 
media sites in 2010, according to an 
article found on KPS3’s website called 

“The 2010s: a decade of social media.” 
I asked a group of 15 APU students 
which social media sites they currently 
use from that list and my results showed: 
six use Pinterest, 15 use Instagram, 15 
use Snapchat, four use Tinder, 10 use 
Twitter, zero use Vine, zero use Musical.
ly and eight use TikTok. Even if we 
don’t currently use these social media 
applications, we know what they are and 
their specific functions.

Along the lines of digital trends, YouTube 
was created before the 2010s, but video 
blogging took the world by storm during 
the past decade and influencers have 
been given a platform to reach millions of 
individuals. This outlet is a place where 
people can find out the latest trends and 
fads in regards to style, beliefs, beauty, 
sports, food and more. Social media and 

influencer marketing will be continuing in this next decade. 
It will be interesting to see how it evolves as digital media 
advances. 

With the help of YouTube, trends were able to stick. 
Looking back at the last decade, in terms of fashion and 
beauty, there were many fads that caught on — including 
animal print, leggings, birkenstocks and bold eyebrows. 
These trends were once popular but made a major 
comeback during the 2010s. We currently see these 
trends around today, but let’s see if they can last. I was 
curious, so I asked college students what fashion trends 
from the 2010s they enjoyed but are glad have fizzled out. 
“I hate low-rise jeans because they are just not flattering 
… on anyone,” says Katie Stepp, a sophomore graphic 
design major. We saw that towards the end of the 2010s, 
high-waisted jeans made a comeback, leaving low-rise 
jeans as a thing of the past. 

Some people feel strongly about trends and maybe it’s a 
good thing they come and go. For example, sophomore 
liberal studies major Maddy Sutton says, “No offense 
to anyone who still wears these as we go into this next 
decade, but the bulky white fila shoes need to stay in the 
2010s.’” As we see, everyone’s styles may be different 
but when trends catch on, they have the power to unify 
individuals by finding commonalities and making each 
decade stand out from the last. 

Remember when I said, it will be interesting to see how 
social media evolves as digital media advances? Well we 
all remember Blockbuster, VHS tapes and DVDs, but now 
we know Netflix. One huge trend from the 2010s decade 
was the way streaming occurs. Digital media took huge 
steps during the last decade and has advanced in such 
a short amount of time. Netflix started producing content 
in 2012 and has taken the world by storm, changing the 
television industry as a whole. Matt D’Amico, a first year 
animation major says that, “Netflix is my go to because 
it has a wide variety of shows and movies and it’s also 
nice because there are no commercials.” Naomi, a junior 
business management major expressed that she, “likes 
Netflix because it has shows that me and my roommates 
bond over and watch together.”

Trends can unite people, sparking similarities and interests 
within one another. Whether they last one month, one year, 
maybe ten years, it still impacts our world in some way, 
shape or form. Looking back, a lot was accomplished in 
the 2010s and the trends prove that. The technological 
advancements that came out of the last decade allow us 
to take a deeper look at what is coming our way. We 
have better resources now to stay current on the newest 
trends, thanks to the advancements and steps taken 
in the 2010s. I am looking forward to seeing what new 
trends are coming our way. 

TRENDS 
THAT 

SURVIVED 
THE 2010S

By Tessie Scavone
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If I told you that social media is a comparison trap, 
a highlight reel of everyone else’s life or a good 
way to get your daily dose of FOMO, I’d sound like 

a broken record. 

It’s old news that social media affects our mental 
health. There are numerous 
studies detailing the side 
effects of comparing your 
life with those online, and 
they all agree that it takes 
a toll on mental health 
and general well-being. A 
study which focused on 
the link between Facebook 
usage and depressive 
symptoms discovered that 
even comparing ourselves 
to someone who seems 
worse off can stil l trigger 
depressive symptoms. 

Though comparison on social 
media often gets attention 
because it lowers our self-
esteem, even comparison 
that we think might boost 
our confidence and well-
being results in a distorted 
perception of ourselves 
and others. Whether we’re 
prompted to feel envious 
or boastful based on what 
we see others doing, social 
media warps our vision, 
making it hard to see clearly 
what’s true about our lives 

and the ones of those around us.

I think we can all relate to that feeling of frustration 
and jealousy that arises when we perceive others 
having more fun than us, and these feelings can 
lead to a vicious cycle. Alice G. Walton states in 
a Forbes article that “feeling jealous can make a 
person want to make his or her own life look better, 

W hat do clothing designers and historians have in 
common? They both look for patterns! 

That’s not where the similarities stop. When we watch 
closely, we can see how the course of aesthetic trends 
and historic eras run parallel to each other. This makes 
sense when you think about how aesthetic trends 
integrate culture, the individual and the economy. Historic 
eras are commonly identified and interpreted through the 
aesthetics that dominated the era.

A hundred years ago, the art deco movement dominated 
the 1920s. A pastiche of luxury interpreted through a 
modernist lens, art deco reflected the zeitgeist of its 
time: faith in societal and technological advances. Forty 
years later, the conceptual art movement captured the 
rebellious spirit of the ‘60s as it shifted the emphasis of art 
from material objects to the concept and message itself. 
This counter-cultural movement subverted the gallery 
institution’s role in determining what was considered art, 
and it also required the audience to engage in active 
interpretation instead of passive observation.

Flash forward to the turn of the century: In the infancy of 
the internet, rapid advances in technology gave us instant 
access to anything we wanted. After a preoccupation with 
materialism through the economic ups and downs of the 
early aughts, the 2010s closed with a revived interest in 
minimalism, where capsule wardrobes and tiny houses 
were all the rage. 

We also gravitated toward terra cotta ceramic materials 
and sported earth-toned, monochrome outfits (see: Man 
Repeller’s all-beige “stick-of-butter” look). The digitally-
born art movement, in which artists create content 
intended to exist exclusively in the digital realm, also 
picked up momentum during this decade. With the advent 
of social media, the audience is required to take on not 
only an active role in viewing art, but an interactive one. 
Perhaps our return to the earthy and tangible reflected 
the desire to ground our presentation of identity in a world 
where we are at risk of being reduced to avatars.

In the 2020s, we will enter the post-internet age. Technology 
will grow more intuitive, blurring the lines between human 
and cyborg. Artificial intelligence will continue to grow, 
perhaps gaining the potential to achieve complete artistic 
independence. As a result, we will crave transparency and 

and post jealousy-inducing posts of their own, in 
an endless circle of one-upping and feeling jealous.”

There have been numerous times I’ve posted a picture 
on Instagram that didn’t even come close to the reality of 
my experience. The picture screams, “Look how much 
fun I’m having! Look at this super cool place I went 
to!” But there’s always more to the story. If a picture is 
worth a thousand words, a thousand isn’t enough.

This false reality we see depicted online, day after 
day, hour after hour, makes it easy to find our value 
in the social media world instead of the real one. We 
use likes and comments as a measure of worth, and 
the way we view ourselves becomes distorted as 
we start measuring ourselves up to others.

Though social media is not inherently bad, it’s safe 
to say it has its negative side effects. It’s ability 
to distort our perceptions of both ourselves and 
other people bring out a side that is all too human. 
Whether comparison brings about a lesser self-
image or inflated one, the results of these distorted 
self-images are similar: disconnection.

Social media likes to boast that it brings people 
together, but if anything, it drives us apart. Many of 
us are aware of the negative effects social media 
has on our mental health, but do we consider how 
the platforms we encounter each day distort the 
way we look at other people?

It’s easy to judge their decisions. It’s easy to jump to 
conclusions about their lives and who they are as a 
person. It’s easy to believe that they have it all together. 
When I catch myself falling into that same old pattern 
of false beliefs and snap judgements, I remember that 
social media is a false reality. It’s moments like these 
when I’m challenged to pop the social media bubble 
I’ve built and examine what’s right in front of me. 

Though this distorted reality can seem negative, it 
also serves as a positive reminder to focus on the 
truth of each situation. There is always more than 
what meets the eye through a screen.

DISTORTED & 
DISCONNECTED:
The Effects of Social Media on Our Minds
By Megan Wilhelm

WATCH THIS SPACE:
Aesthetics in a Post-Internet Age
By Micaela Ricaforte

truth in media, communication and technology. This will 
translate into an aesthetic obsession with glass and clear 
materials, according to contemporary artist Gabi Abrao, 
who also runs the meme/wellness account @sighswoon 
on Instagram. Abrao says that glass is “an allusion to 
nothingness, the intangible, the intuitive.” 

“We will crave glass and clear materials for our collections. 
Ideas will float and land in ways that reflect the process itself, 
regardless of final form,” Abrao 
writes in an article for Muff Mag. 
“We will let go of more objects. 
We will let go of feelings that hold 
weight as if an object. We will no 
longer fear the invisible or interpret 
it as an emptiness, but see it for 
the truth and freedom it holds.” 

Glass is at once invisible and 
tangible, and both of these 
elements are essential to the post-
internet aesthetic experience. In 
this era, the invisible/digital does 
not take precedence over the 
material; the emphasis is, rather, 
on the synthesis of the two. After 
initial resistance, we will inevitably 
come to embrace the digital as an 
extension of ourselves — or, as 
Abrao once meme’d, “the cyborg 
in me recognizes the cyborg in you.” 

Ian Wallace writes that, “while 
earlier Net artists often made works 
that existed exclusively online, the 
post-Internet generation (many 
of whom have been plugged into 
the Web since they could walk) 
frequently uses digital strategies 
to create objects that exist in the 
real world.” 

Superimposing interactive digital strategies as an overlay 
allows us to become the author of our own experience 
with the art. Moreover, we can take the lessons of clarity 
and truth learned from our interaction with the digital 
realm and become intentional to seek these in our own 
lives, helping to shape the values of the coming decade. 
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W e have said goodbye to 2019 and hello to 2020.
We are looking at a decade filled with new 
music, movies and social platforms. How will the 

entertainment industry transform during this new season? 

Vine was a huge hit in 2013, giving it’s audience the ability 
to create videos with their own personality. It was another 
source of entertainment that blew up quickly over the years. 
Unfortunately, Vine started to crumble when it was renamed 
“Vine Camera” in 2017. This gave users the capability to 
make videos, but it could only be published on Twitter or 
uploaded to your camera roll. 

While Vine was sorting their issue out, another media 
platform emerged. In 2014, Musical.ly was created, 
allowing users to film and post short lip-sync videos. 
Creators on Vine were able to move over to Musical.ly and 
create content for their followers. Around 2017, Musical.
ly’s popularity declined and soon it joined Vine in the grave. 
Thankfully, another media platform was on the rise. 

Creators were introduced to TikTok, the hit sensation that 
has taken over social media. If you don’t know what TikTok 
is, go into your App Store and download the app right now. 
You’ll want to remake the “renegade dance” and see your 
favorite celebrities or YouTubers make funny content on the 
app too! 

TikTok is what we needed since Vine was no longer in 
existence. TikTok allows users to create basically anything, 
from lip sync performances to comedy skits to talent videos. 

TikTok was introduced in 2016 but wasn’t as popular then 
as it is today. It seems as if everyone is using the app, 
including children, parents, grandparents and celebrities. 
The app has proven to be a hit sensation, but the question 
is, will TikTok continue on in 2020? What does the future of 
TikTok look like? 

We have lost both Vine and Musical.ly over the last couple 
of years. Entertainers who were previously on Vine and 
Musical.ly have since transferred over to TikTok. Creating 
content where you have the ability to dance, sing, make 
jokes is what we need, but will TikTok have to compete with 
other entertainment apps later in the year?

What makes the app unique is that it lets anyone broadcast 
their personality through creating content. Even YouTubers 
and celebrities use TikTok to post videos you wouldn’t 
normally see on their social media accounts or on their 
YouTube channel. 

If this app continues into 2020 and years after, how will 
TikTok keep up with their audience? Will they introduce 
another way to make videos or add features that will 
continue to attract more viewers? 

I don’t want TikTok to get shut down; this app has been 
tremendously useful to a lot of people. I love opening the 
app and watching videos nonstop. Remaking the videos is 
the best part. It helps create conversation with others and 
create a bond with those you are making videos with. 

It’s crazy to think that TikTok has the potential to be a hit in 
years to come. And we don’t want to see it leave like Vine 
and Musical.ly. It would be heartbreaking to say goodbye 
to another platform — TikTok needs to continue on in 2020. 

WILL 2020 BE THE DEATH 
OF TIKTOK?
By Jazmine Nickels

“W hen you see, you cannot unsee. When you 
look, you can look away or overlook.”

Those were the words Christine Caine, an Australian 
activist, echoed throughout a cement building decorated 
with sparkling lights and 300 people. She was speaking 
on the topic of human trafficking, but her words transcend 
beyond that.

We float through life looking — looking at the woman at 
the front desk; looking at the teenager walking to school; 
looking at the older gentleman sitting on the side of the 
road. But we don’t stop and see. Because if we saw, we 
would see beyond the exterior. 

The definition of look is to “direct one’s gaze toward 
someone or something in a specified direction.” It’s solely 
to shift focus. But, to see is to “discern or deduce mentally 
after reflection or from information; understand.”

I first experienced this concept of seeing rather than 
looking when I was FaceTiming a friend. Laughter filled the 
gaps of small talk and all seemed well. Then tears flooded 
her eyes and discouragement spilled from her mouth. I 
was in the middle of eating dinner, but stopped and saw 
the heartbreak.  

Another experience included an encounter with a close 
friend. I spoke to him earlier that day at work and smiles 
were exchanged. Then a conversation led to shaking hands 
and worried eyes. Texts piled up on my phone screen, but I 
ignored them and instead saw his cry for help.

It has become increasingly easy to overlook the hardships 
of others because of the busy lives we all seem to live. Our 

tasks take priority, and we push empathy to the side.
A Forbes study shows that the average adult spends “as 
much as 12 hours a day in front of TVs and computers.” A 
news release from the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows 
we spend 8.5 hours working on weekdays and 5.4 hours 
working on weekends. Another study shows college 
students spend two to three hours on homework for every 
hour they spend in class.

We are consumed by the business that envelops our lives. 
Because of this, we glance at others and their situations 
but don’t take the time to stop and see –– to understand; 
to feel; to sympathize.  

But, when we allow business to dictate our lives, we are 
sacrificing our innate nature for relationship. When we do 
so, we are left feeling isolated, alone and unseen. 

So, how do we stop looking and how do we start seeing? 
We start by understanding the value of others.

If we place our busy schedules before those around us, we 
will never see. We will never see because we are choosing to 
place more value in our to-do lists rather than the individuals 
that make up our lives. It’s like wearing a pair of goggles that 
create a distorted view of what’s truly important. 

When we choose to remove those goggles, we will be 
captivated by the value of those around us. And when we 
do so, we will begin to notice the small things that allude to 
the need for genuine connection.

To look is to merely glance, but to see is to gaze at the world 
around us. When we see, we won’t be able to look away, 
but rather, we will be made more aware.

LET’S STOP 
LOOKING AND 
START SEEING:
When We Stop and 
Slow Down, We Begin to 
Value Those Around Us
By Ruby McAuliffe
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S o, you want to become plant-based but don’t 
want to ditch meat? Fear not, my friends. A 
new diet has emerged that allows people to eat 

meat while still maintaining a healthy and largely plant-
based diet.

The flexitarian diet is primarily a vegetarian diet that 
incorporates small portions of meat. For example, you 
may eat vegetables every day of the week, but each 
Sunday, you may add meat to the menu. 

You may ask why am I advocating for meat on the 
menu, especially since the Netflix documentary, 

“The Game Changers,” found that 50 percent of 
every meat eaters’ protein is derived from plants. 
The documentary also found people who only eat 
plants receive 70 percent more protein than people 
who eat meat.  

Just because “The Game Changers” says meat 
contains less protein than plants doesn’t mean 

it has less benefits than plants. Meat 
helps prevent muscle loss, increase 

bone strength and provide Vitamin 
B12, which promotes brain 

development, says the North 
American Meat Institute. 

However, too 
much meat 

can severely 
damage your 
health. A 
study from 
H a r v a r d 
Health shows 
that it isn’t 
n e c e s s a r i l y 

the meat that 
causes the 

problem, but 
the level of intake. 

High intakes of red 

and processed meats increase health risks like heart 
disease, while low intakes don’t affect the risk.

So, what’s the solution to this two-sided predicament? 
Enter the flexitarian diet. 

How much meat is included in these “small portions”? 
An article by NHS U.K. says you shouldn’t have more 
than 70 grams of meat per day. More than 70 grams 
could increase risk of disease. A low intake of meat, 
however, allows you to receive the benefits of meat while 
being less at risk for health problems as a result from 
high meat intakes.

Maybe you need more convincing.

A study conducted by Western Oregon University lists 
the benefits of being a flexitarian, which include reduced 
body weight, body fat percentage and blood pressure. 
In an article written by the U.S. News, flexitarianism 
was also listed as the second best plant-based diet in 
existence, right below the Mediterranean diet. 

An example of the physical benefits of the flexitarian 
diet can be seen when analyzing Memphis Grizzlies 
player Marc Gasol. Gasol was taken out of the NBA 
regular season last year due to an ankle sprain. When 
he returned the following season, he had switched to 
a flexitarian diet and the physical changes were visible 
on the court. Stack reports Gasol is almost 20 pounds 
lighter than he used to be, but his physique is much 
more chiseled. His stats have also greatly improved and 
many have considered him to be a candidate for MVP 
this season. 

If you’re interested in being a flexitarian, make sure to 
take it little by little. A dinner without meat. A day. Two 
days. You can keep going until you’re only eating meat 
once a week or even once a month. Being a flexitarian still 
takes a lot of effort, but if you put in the work necessary, 
you could see big changes over time. You could lose 
weight, gain muscle and be an overall healthier person. 
Start your 2020 off right with the right diet.

WHY YOU SHOULD BE 
A FLEXITARIAN IN 2020:
You Can Eat Healthier Without Eating Meat
By Kane Casillas

T he world is becoming a better place with each and 
every female trailblazer — each boundary breaker 
becoming more important than the last. Alyssa 

Nakken recently became the newest female hired into 
American professional sports after the San Francisco 
Giants selected her this past month. She is the first full-time 
female coach in the Major Leagues.

Nakken is entering into a sport that has a patriarchal 
reputation, meaning not all men in the profession are 
particularly looking forward to a woman in power. Former 
MLB player and Giant Aubrey Huff took to social media to 
express his thoughts on the hire.

“I got in trouble for wearing a thong in my own clubhouse 
when female reporters were present. Can’t imagine 
how it will play out with a full time female coach running 
around. This has #metoo & #BelieveAllWomen written all 
over it. Couldn’t imagine taking baseball instruction from 
an ex female softball player. Have fun with that @bcraw35 
[Brendan Crawford] @bbelt9 [Brandon Belt] @BusterPosey,” 
said Huff in a Twitter post. 

For starters, the incompetence in the final sentence is 
remarkable — I didn’t know that Nakken was an ex-female 
and a former softball player. In a mere five sentences, Huff 
was able to perfectly sum up the problem with some men in 
the sports world. The more you read that quote, the more 
abhorrent it gets. Huff’s comments are rash, inappropriate 
and unfair, to say the least. It summarizes the attitude of 
patriarchy in the course of sports history.

One of the biggest misconceptions from men who share 
Huff’s perspective is that somehow this woman didn’t earn 
the job. When you look at the history of women who have 
been hired in other sports, the opposite is usually the case. 

Becky Hammon was the first female coach hired in the 
NBA, which was a well-deserved honor. Before coaching, 
Hammon was one of the best female players in college and 

professionally. As a three-time All-American at Colorado 
State University, Hammon holds countless records, which 
would lead to her number being retired in Moby Arena. 
Hammon proceeded to become a six-time Women’s 
National Basketball Association (WNBA) All-Star and a two-
time All-WNBA First Team player. She was voted as one 
of the top 15 players in WNBA history in 2011 and has 
the only retired number in San Antonio Stars history. All 
of her years of dedication on the court grabbed the eye 
of legendary coach Greg Popovich and the San Antonio 
Spurs in 2015.

Jennifer Melter has made a name for herself in men’s 
professional football and the NFL, serving as an inspiration 
to all women. After a career of playing football for over 10 
years in the Women’s Football Alliance, Melter turned to 
coaching. She began as an assistant coach intern in 2015 
with the Arizona Cardinals, becoming the first ever female 
coach in the NFL. She paved the way for other women 
seeking job opportunities in the NFL. Without her, the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers wouldn’t have hired two female coaches 
entering into the 2019 season and the San Francisco 49ers 
wouldn’t have the first ever female to coach in the Super 
Bowl this February.

All of these examples of female success in the realm of 
professional sports stem from other women who serve as 
an inspiration. For every Melter or Hammon, it’s crucial to 
remember those that came before — from three-time gold 
medal winner Wilma Rudolph to the all-time tennis great, 
Serena Williams. 

The future of women in sports is becoming clearer and 
clearer with each and every day. Major League Baseball 
was behind the eight ball once again. Go figure. Still, Alyssa 
Nakken deserves to be highly praised for getting to this 
point in her career and making history. It feels as if with the 
new decade, more significant and influential things are still 
to come. After all, limitations are just bogged down dreams, 
and in today’s day and age, we don’t need any more of that.

Alyssa Nakken: Making MLB 
History
The San Francisco Giants Hired the First 
Full-Time Female Coach in MLB
By Reid Conant
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 FAMILIES IN NEED    By Julie-Ann Tolar

LOCAL FOSTER

W
AYS TO HELP

W hat are some ways college students can support 
foster kids and families? What do you see when 
you look into the eyes of a child? Do you see 

happiness, dreams, imagination? What if you looked into 
their eyes and saw pain, fear and hopelessness? 

In Los Angeles county alone there are over 30,000 children 
in foster care. These are children who do not have a place 
they can truly call “home,” or a group of people they can 
call “family.” Many people’s hearts break when they hear 
this. How can we as college students let foster kids know 
that we are here for them? Perhaps our route to helping 
children begins with helping the parents.  

As college students, we might not think that the world 
of foster care is something we can minister at this 
point in our lives, but that is not the case. Within 
our university’s theology department alone 
there are at least five faculty members 
that are foster parents. So, what 
can we do to help? Not only do 
the children need our love and 
support, but so do the parents 
who are caring for them. 

Paul Shrier, a foster parent 
and professor at Azusa Pacific 
University (APU), explained what it 
means to be a foster parent. Shrier 
noted that first and foremost, “Being 
a foster parent requires all of your 
effort.” There are some instances 
when foster parents are assigned 
a child, or children, with little to no 
notice ahead of time, and that is 
when support is needed the most. 

From the first day the children are placed 
into a home, there is always something that 
needs to be done. Shrier emphasizes the need 
for immense flexibility on the foster parent’s end. While 
following everyone else’s schedule, foster parents might 
lose themselves. 

According to Dr. John N. DeGarmo from Foster Focus, 
“The turnover rate of foster parents ranges from 30 percent 
to 50 percent. Thus, 30 percent to 50 percent of foster 
parents make the decision to no longer be a foster parent 
home for children in need.” 

With a rate this high, what can we do to help? Having a 
positive impact on the lives of a child in foster care starts 
by asking the foster parent that exact question.

Angela Davis, a foster parent since 2014, penned the 
article, “17 Practical Ways You Can Support Foster 

Parents,” which lays out easy ways one can help support 
a foster family, and the children as well. 

Transitioning into a new home is hard for both the parents 
and the foster children, but we can act as a helping hand 
during that time. Davis highlights how sometimes during 
the first few weeks, a foster home can be absolute chaos. 

“The very last thing these parents want to think about 
it is how in the world are they going to feed everyone,” 
Davis wrote. 

Simply bringing food, gift cards or take-out is easy but 
extremely helpful for families. Shrier said that 

he and his wife “had tons of help from APU 
students,” from coming and hanging 

out with the kids, to planning birthday 
parties, to helping wash laundry. Day 
to day help might seem like minimal 
support, but for the children and 
families, it’s monumental. 

You could help run errands, become 
a mentor to a child or take some 

time to teach them new skills. All 
of these things present you with the 
opportunity to be a true friend to the 
kids and a real help to the parents. 

College students can also go 
through background checks and 
get fingerprinted, making them a 
legitimate aid, with no permanent 
obligations. If you and a group of 

friends were to all get background 
checks, you could provide respite 

care or emergency care when foster 
parents are in a pinch. Finding ways to 

help can be a phone call away. 
 

Just think, one of those 30,000 children in foster care 
could be right down the street from your university or 
workplace. Their foster parents could be a coworker, or 
teaching your next class, and all you need to do is ask, 
“What can I do to help?” 

As college students, we have a lot on our plate, but we still 
find the time to do our laundry, hang out with friends and 
go on adventures. What if we used some of that time to go 
over and mow their lawn, wash their dishes or spend time 
building relationships with the children and their families? 
It could be one of our greatest adventures.

For more information regarding how to get a background 
check, visit Background Checks for Prospective Foster, 
Adoptive, and Kinship Caregivers.

“Day to day help 
might seem like 

minimal support, 
but for the children 

and families, it’s 
monumental.”
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C hristian music is not limited to Kanye’s album “Jesus 
Is King” or what you hear on K-Love. From lo-fi to 
trap music, there are so many artists who use their

            faith to influence their artistry.

Here are 10 artists to keep an eye on in 2020:

1. Aha Gazelle
Emerging from Louisiana, the same state that introduced 
us to rappers Lil Wayne and Kevin Gates, Aha Gazelle is 
another example of the talented artistry that comes from 
the southern hip-hop scene. Aha uses his platform as a 
rapper to give vulnerable messages about faith, racial 
injustice and nonconformity. 

With a powerful blend of trap and R&B, his music has been 
featured on WorldStarHipHop and three songs on Spotify 
have over 1 million streams. He has already released 

his newest mixtape “180” on New Year’s 
Day, which already has 50,000 views 

on YouTube alone. Look out for Aha 
Gazelle as he evolves his craft and 
uses his music to share his faith.

2. Montell Fish
Ranging from lo-fi to R&B, this 

dynamic producer, singer and 
rapper uses his artistry to not only 

entertain, but also to minister. Having 
over 200,000 listeners a month 

on Spotify and a following 
of 48,000 on YouTube, 

the 22-year-old provides the 
voice this generation needs. 
Dealing with topics 
such as depression, 
pornography and 
other struggles 
that are often 
p u s h e d 
aside in 
t o d a y ’s 

Christian music.Montell Fish uses his transparency to show 
his audenice that individuals are not alone in their battles. 
With his clothing brand, “Lord’s Child,” and a California 
tour in February, look out for him continuing his passionate 
ministry all 2020 long.

3. WHATUPRG
J. Raul Garcia, professionally known as WHATUPRG, 
is one of Reach Records’ most talented young artists. 
Since signing with the label in 2018, the 23-year-old 
has released two albums and seven songs, each 
with over 1 million streams. Using his Latino heritage 
to influence his music, as well as discuss topics about 
immigration and mental health, WHATUPRG sheds light 
on topics that tend to be avoided in Christian circles today.

4. Jon Keith
At just 21 years old, artist Jon Keith has made  a signifcant 
impact on the Christian hip-hop community. With five 
albums to his name and over 3.5 million total streams on 
Spotify, the San Diego native is just getting started. With 
music covering topics such as questions of faith and 
forgiveness, Keith’s music helps vocalize the walk of a 
young Christian. Starting off 2020 with a new single “Way 
UP,” look for this artist to follow up his last album, “Olympus.” 

5. Ecclesia
This collective, led by Andrew Padilla, Stephanie Marie, 

Henry Villasmil and Sara Elkins, creates innovative 
and unique works of art like no other. From 

captivating cover art to 360 virtual 
reality music videos, this group 

showcases the beauty that 
emerges when you 

embrace creativity 
and diversity in 

worship. In 
regards to 

their music, 
Ecclesia is 

already

10 Christian Artists To 
Keep An Eye On
By Marcus Dawal

seeing success with five 
songs, each accumulating 
at least 500,000 streams. 
With a tour in Brazil to kick off 
2020, expect this group to keep finding 
more imaginative ways to praise Jesus.

6. Foggieraw
With one of the most unique flows in the rap 

community, it’s no surprise Foggieraw has caused 
such intrigue. Although his songs are consistently 
getting thousands of streams, his artistry is not 

limited to music. With music videos that never fail 
to leave you in awe, to having his own brand, “The 

Diff Shop,” Foggieraw is truly a modern day renaissance 
man. With a collab featuring Dave James on “The Nerve,” 
watch him continue being one of the most captivating 
artists in hip-hop.

7. Isla Vista Worship
A collective of missionaries in Isla Vista, California, their 
passion for spreading Jesus is bigger than their music. 
Sharing the same neighborhood as University of California, 
Santa Barbara, Isla Vista Worship and their ministries seek 
to proclaim God’s love in their community. With five albums 
and nearly 300,000 listeners a month, it is evident that 
ministry has moved beyond Isla Vista. Joining Ecclesia in 
Brazil to start off the new year, Isla Vista Worship seeks 
to continue their mission of creating disciples and being a 
positive light of Jesus.

8. Nobigdyl.
Born as Dylan Philips, the Tennessee-based rapper is 
a great example of how you can be successful as an 
independent artist. Originally a road manager for Derek 
Minor, the artist saw Nobigdyl’s talent but fired him as a 
way to push Nobigdyl to pursue music. Since then, he has 
released three bodies of work. His most notable piece is 
his recent mixtape “Lowercase Tape,” which ranked in the 
top 50 albums of the year by Genius. Prepare for Nobigdyl 
to continue making music that is electric and introspective.

9. Joey Vantes
With over nine projects in the last 

four years, Joey Vantes is always at work. 
Despite being an independent artist, Vantes has 

acquired deals with brands such as Starbucks, Nike and 
Christian Dior. With his unique voice and refined flow, it is 
no wonder why he has garnered this much success. As of 
2020, he is continuing to release quality content at a high 
rate with the release of an EP titled “The Season” and the 
single “I’m Back.”  

10. TROSSTHEGIANT
Tanner Ross is a remarkable rapper with multiple songs 
each garnering thousands of views. Ross has worked with 
acclaimed artists such as John Keith and Gawvi. Despite 
his success as a rapper, it’s more amazing to see how far 
he has come since being diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia in May, 2019. Despite dealing with this news at 
such at the young age of 22, he’s been an example of what 
it looks like to trust God no matter your circumstances. He 
even released a freestyle a week after being diagnosed 
while in the hospital. As of 2020, his cancer is in remission, 
and he released his newest album “Refresh” on Jan. 22. 
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A nibal Jimenez considers himself an American. 

He plays basketball; he loves Kobe Bryant; he plays 
video games, eats pizza and burgers; and enjoys Hollywood.

“That’s pretty much all I know: America,” Jimenez said. 

Jimenez came to the United States just before 
he turned 7 years old and has returned to 
his hometown of Guadalajara in Jalisco, 
Mexico only a few times since. He 
attended Mt. San Antonio College 
as an undergraduate student 
and is currently enrolled in the 
graduate college counselling and 
student development program at 
Azusa Pacific. 

But during his undergraduate years, 
Jimenez had difficulty figuring out 
whether his degree was worth anything. 

“My mom told me that when I 
graduate, it’s going to be hard for 
me to get a job,” Jimenez said. “I 
kept on telling myself, what’s the 
point of getting a degree if I can just 
work in construction like all my other 
cousins and make more money?” 

This was before he became a member of 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), a program that was established during 
the Obama-era in 2012, which granted undocumented 
youth temporary protection from deportation without a 
pathway to legal status. 

The History of DACA
The first version of the DACA program, also known 
as the Dream Act, was introduced to Congress in 
2001. Although the legislation did not pass, young 
undocumented immigrants have been referred to as 
Dreamers ever since. 

When former President Barack Obama established 
DACA in 2012, things began to change. The program 
gave young immigrants such as Jimenez hope. But the 
promise of the American dream did not come without 
strings attached. 

“[Many] of us actually don’t like the process of DACA,” 
Jimenez said. “They keep giving us promises. 

Are they going to make us citizens? Or are 
they going to take it away?”

E. J. Smith [not their real name], a 
graduate student at the University 
of Southern California and DACA 
program member who requested to 
remain anonymous, described the 
process as “mental torture,” which 
can lead to depression for many. 

Recipients need to renew their 
application every two years, and 
each renewal requires a $495 
application fee — something 
that is difficult for immigrants 
from low socio-economic 

backgrounds to afford. Many 
that are eligible for the program 

don’t apply because they cannot afford 
the application fee. Others fear that by 

revealing their identity to the government, 
they would be more likely to get deported if the 

program was ever repealed. 

But DACA or not, Jimenez said that every undocumented 
immigrant has that fear lingering in the back of their 
head right now. This fear has become more rational 
during the Trump-era due to the anti-immigrant rhetoric 
that President Donald Trump has normalized. 

A Drain to the System
When the Trump administration announced in 2017 that 
it would put an end to DACA, former Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions argued that the program had “denied jobs 

ARE THE ‘DREAMERS’ 
REALLY DREAMING?
The Past, Present and Future of DACA
By Anna Savchenko

 
“They keep giving 
us promises. Are 

they going to 
make us citizens? 

Or are they going to 
take it away?”

to hundreds of thousands of Americans by allowing 
those same illegal aliens to take those jobs.”

While conservatives praised Trump’s move, there has 
been no evidence to prove that immigration — legal or 
illegal — pushes out native-born workers in a systematic 
way. Economic researchers have even concluded that 
repealing the program was “particularly wrongheaded 
as economic policy,” according to Mark Zandi, chief 
economist at Moody’s Analytics. 

In 2018, foreign-born persons compromised 17.4 percent 
of the total U.S. labor force, according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.  

“A lot of people say that we just come here and we don’t 
contribute to the economy, but we actually do,” Jimenez 
said. “We all pay taxes. Whenever we go to the store and 
pay for something, we’re also paying a tax on that.”

Immigrants contribute $329 billion in tax revenue to state, 
local and federal taxes annually, adding $2 trillion to the 
U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2016. 

DACA is currently frozen in time, as the Supreme Court 
decides whether or not Trump had the constitutional 
power to terminate the program. Thus, DACA recipients 
like Smith and Jimenez who are still enrolled in college are 
stuck in a limbo where they are unsure about whether or 
not they will be able to complete their degrees in time. 

However, the negative rhetoric and perception of the way 
people regard undocumented immigrants has lingered. 

“It’s a pride thing.”
Most DACA recipients prefer not to publicly reveal their 
status. Smith attributed this to the possibility that the 
government will use the paper trail of documents that 
applicants create to later on track down recipients “and 
then start with the deportation process.”

“For some of us, we don’t like the attention,” Jimenez 
explained. “Sometimes, it’s a pride thing. When people 
find out that we’re DACA, for some reason they want to 
help us out and contribute as much as they can and I 
know that it comes from a good place for people, but I 
think for some people it’s pride because they think, ‘we’re 
doing good by ourselves.’” 

For Jimenez, it’s because he does not fear getting 
deported. If he does, he said he will start his life wherever 
he gets deported to. He admits that staying in the U.S. 
would benefit him more due to its strong economy, but 
he wouldn’t be left jobless since a university degree is 
considered very prestigious in Mexico. 

Looking to the Future
Many immigrants such as Jimenez and Smith have had to 
think about their career paths from a young age to ensure 
they were still be viable in case of a “what-if” scenario. 

For Smith, that was filmmaking, as it is a profession that he 
could still pursue if he had to return to Mexico. For the time 
being, Smith hopes to apply his expertise in script-writing 
to draw the bridge between what he sees as a disconnect 
between the realm of television shows that skim the surface 
of the immigrant experience and the public. 

“They keep trying to write for Latinos,” Smith said. “But 
it’s not their story. It’s all people that can’t relate. They’re 
just writers.”

Smith’s mission is to write and develop stories that are 
specifically related to the Latino and immigrant experience 
from the point of view of somebody in their position. 

Whatever the Supreme Court decides, Smith hopes he 
can still make his dream work. 
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TO DO LIST
By Zu Mag Staff

To Listen:
Album: “Manic” by Halsey
Song: “Only the Young” by Taylor Swift
Podcast: “Crime Junkie” on Spotify

To eat & drink:
Restaurant: Pho & Grill in San Dimas 
Sweets: Trader Joe’s Mint Chip ice cream sandwiches 
Drinks: Horchata from Taco Man in Azusa

To Do:
Movie: Netflix’s Taylor Swift: Miss Americana
Show: Chilling Adventures of Sabrina Season 3 
on Netflix
Play: APU’s To Kill A Mockingbird, February 13-29, 2020

To see:
Experience: The Museum of Contemporary Art 
(MOCA) - now free admission! 
Shop: Shop With A Mission
Nightlife: Blooms Dunn Right Floral Valentine’s Day 
Pop-Up Shop at Mantra Coffee & BnB
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